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  Authentic Sri Lanka|Sri Lanka 13 Nights/14 Days 

 
(2 adults) 

Few islands in the world offer the diversity that exists in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka intoxicates its visitors with its 

potpourri of cultures, religions, races, customs, its sheer natural beauty and its way of life.  
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Route and Accommodation at a glance 

 
DATE CHECK IN HOTEL ROOM TYPE NTS PLAN 

Day 01 The Wallawwa Garden Suite 1 BB 

Day 02 Water Gardens Sigiriya Superior Deluxe Villa 3 BB 

Day 05 King's Pavilion Junior Suite 2 BB 

Day 07 Ceylon Tea Trails Garden Suite 2 AI 

Day 09 Chena Huts Cabin 2 Ai 

Day 11 Aditya Resort Sagara Suite 3 BB 

Day 14 No Hotel Departure  
 

 

 

Point to Point vehicle movement      

Airport to Kotugoda : 15 mins 

Kotugoda to Sigiriya: 4hrs 

Sigiriya to Kandy: 2.5hrs 

Kandy to Hatton: 3hrs via rail and road 

Hatton to Yala: 6hrs 

Yala to Galle: 4hrs 

Galle to Airport: 2.5hrs 
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The Journey…… 

 

Arrival: TBA@TBC  

 

Day 1|  

 
Ayubowan (may you have long life). This is the greeting you will hear from our airport representative when exiting your aircraft. You will then 

be escorted through immigrations and shown to the Silk Route arrival lounge of the Bandaranyake International Airport. Here you will be  

presented with flower garlands and introduced to your guide by our airport manager and staff member. You will also be served with a light 

snack that includes a few savoury items and soft beverages, before your journey. 

 
We will do a short drive to The Wallawwa, Kotugoda. The drive will take approximately 15mins and we will check in at your hotel the elegant 

Wallawwa 

 

Relax and de-compress at The Wallawwa, our 18 bedroom beautifully renovated country house hotel set amongst tropical gardens and just 

15 minutes from Colombo airport or 30 minutes from downtown Colombo. Listed by Conde Nast as one of the top 100 hotels of the world 

2015, it is the perfect start or end to any holiday in Sri Lanka. 

 

Once the Head Chieftan of Galle’s country residence and formerly part of the RAF’s headquarters during WW2, the Wallawwa is now a 

retreat for tired and weary travelers, serving as the perfect staging post for a trip around Sri Lanka. With its signature Z Spa, wonderful 

Verandah restaurant with its own organic gardens, oversized suites and resplendent gardens the boutique hotel has become a trusted 

favorite to discerning tourists and locals alike for its levels of service, food and laid back atmosphere. 

 

The rest of the day will be spent at leisure to relax and unwind.  

 
Overnight at The Wallawwa, Kotugoda. Garden Suite on Bed & Breakfast Basis. 

 

Day 2 |  

 
Today we proceed towards the cultural triangle which is enriched with origins of Sri Lankan history, Buddhism and spirituality. On route you will 

pass through rural villages and vast coconut estates. Feel free to ask your guide about the story of coconut which is one of the three main 

exports in Sri Lanka. The other two are  tea and rubber.  
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You can also stop at the Saruketha Restaurant for a nice cup of tea on route or visit the Selyn Handloom Factory in Kurunegala.  

We will proceed to check in at the the beautiful Water Gardens Sigiriya.  

 

The villas at Water Garden Sigiriya, are set amongst an expansive property and its perfectly articulated landscape. Flanked by winding 

tributaries and veiled by the abundant flora, the 30 immaculately appointed villas combine chic, spacious interiors, secret gardens and 

exclusive private plunge pools. Choose from a range of villa options, all of which come retrofitted with essential amenities and a plethora of 

other features, designed to ensure your stay at one of the foremost luxury hotels in Sri Lanka is nothing less than exceptional. 

 

In the afternoon at 4PM proceed to climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress by sunset. (10 minute’ drive) 

 

Sigiriya, also known as Lion Rock, built on top of a huge boulder in the 5th century. A palace. A rock fortress. The hidden castle of King 

Kasyapa. A Buddhist monastery from the 14th century. Similar to the cosmic mountain of Meru? The eighth wonder of the world? No place in 

Sri Lanka has generated as many theories and legends as the 180m monolith, set amidst stunning scenery. During the climb you can talk to 

your guide about these many theories and decipher between myth and fact. 

 

Sigiriya consists of 1200 steps. The first part of the visit is a leisurely walk through the pleasure gardens. When one starts to climb. There are two 

areas where one can take a break on the way up. First near the rocky cave areas during the pre-climb and secondly at the halfway point of 

the climb, at the Lions Paw area. Along the way there are several highlights that you will encounter. These include the cave shelters, the 

mirror wall, the fresco cave and the royal palace ruin at the summit of the rock. The entire duration of the experience takes approximately 1.5 

to 2.5 hours depending on the speed at which you want to climb. Water is provided. If it looks like it might rain don’t forget to take an 

umbrella from the vehicle. When you are back at the base of Sigiriya you will receive fresh fruits, water and wet towels to refresh yourself after 

the climb.  

 

Overnight at Water Garden Sigiriya. Superior Deluxe Villa with Plunge Pool on Bed & Breakfast Basis  

 

Day 3 |  

 
Today early morning, we visit the second kingdom of the country, Polonnaruwa. An early start is recommended.  (Approx. 1.5 hour drive) 

 

Polonnaruwa is the second most ancient of Sri Lanka’s kingdoms, Polonnaruwa was first declared the capital city by King Vijayabahu I, who 

defeated the Chola invaders in 1070 to reunite the country once more under a local leader. Today the ancient city of Polonnaruwa remains 

one of the best planned archaeological relic sites in the country, standing testimony to the discipline and greatness of the Kingdom’s first 

rulers. Polonnaruwa is home to the first Shiva Hindu Temple and the first signs of South Indian religious and political influence becomes visible 

during this era.   
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Polonnaruwa is divided into 4 areas. The visit starts with the Kings Palace and Baths. We then visit 3 different tooth relic temples and then 

proceed to the stupas. The visit ends on the far western side of the complex where you will see one of the most astonishing Buda rock 

carvings in Sri Lanka. It is highly recommended that one walks between the locations as the most of the highlights don’t provide bicycle 

access. It’s hot – no doubt. If it looks like it might rain don’t forget to take an umbrella from the vehicle. Optionally you can do this site by 

bike. 

 

Afterwards proceed to have lunch at the Priyamali Gedara, a local farmers house.  

 

Priyamali Gedara is conveniently located around 10 minutes away from the exit of the Polonnaruwa Archeological site and is a welcoming 

lunch venue for any traveler who is looking at a local dining experience with great local cuisine. The owner Devapriya is always with a warm 

smile, simply clad in his bathik sarong and checked shirt will welcome you to his humble abode. The dining area is set with 180 degree views 

of the neighboring paddy fields and mountain range. Food is served in traditional clay pots and seating is in small village huts made out of 

clay and shaded by dried coconut leaves. Enjoy one of the best rice and curries that the area has to offer at a very laid back atmosphere.  

 

We then visit a Modern Rice Mill where the clients will be shown how paddy is processed with the latest modern machinery, which cleans 10 

tons of Paddy/ per hour. The Rice Mill today provides livelihood to 200 village women whose commitment and skills can be seen during the 

visit. The paddy harvest from the fields is transported to the rice mill by lorries and is systematically loaded to be processed. 

 During this visit, clients will be given a demonstration of how paddy is processed, cleaned, packed, and transported to different parts of the 

country and also exported. Finally, the supervisor of the mill will offer each of the clients will be given a packet of rice produced by this mill or 

you to take back, prepare and enjoy a typical bowl of Sri Lankan rice when you get back home.  
 

Sri Lanka still depends over 28% on Agriculture and during the ancient times totally depended on Agriculture. Rice and Paddy cultivation was 

the core in every Sri Lankan lifestyle and way of living. 

  

Polonnaruwa even today is known as the "Rice Bowl" of Sri Lanka and during the 12th century matured in the latest irrigation systems and 

exported rice to rest of the neighboring countries including to China during what was known as the "Golden Era". Walking along the Tanks 

through the villages, it is a common site miles of paddy cultivation. The farmers and villagers have been given these lands by the Kings and 

today you could see women and men ploughing and harvesting paddy when it matures. 
 

 To understand and admire the irrigation systems, paddy cultivation which produces rice which ultimately comes to the rice plate of every Sri 

Lankan even today "is a real emotion". Paddy Harvesting is done twice a year - In February/ March (Yala season) and in October during the 

Maha Season. Ploughing by village men and women takes place between the harvesting seasons. 

 

Afterwards we start our drive back to Sigiriya and on route, we visit the Minneriya  National Park. (Approx. 45 minute drive) 
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Just half an 1.5 hour’ drive from Polonnaruwa is the Minneriya National Park. The park covers 8,890 hectares and consists of a mixed forest of 

evergreen shrubs, a favourite habitat for animals, which include, deer, crocodiles and wild elephants. You can also see huge flocks of birds, 

including cormorants and painted storks that come to fish in the shallow waters.  

 

In a 4x4 jeep you will explore the park with a skilled park guide or naturalist who will point out wildlife to you and help you get the most of the 

experience.  

 

Overnight at Water Garden Sigiriya. Superior Deluxe Villa with Plunge Pool on Bed & Breakfast Basis  

 

Day 4 |  

 
Today after a leisurely breakfast in the morning, we visit a local rural school in the Habarana area. (20 min drive) 

 
You will be provided with the opportunity of having a brief interaction with local children, you may spend some quality time in the school and 

share and teach few words in English (Not possible during Saturdays - Sundays / school holidays and public holidays in Sri Lanka). 

 

The school is around 30 minutes from your hotel. 

 

You are welcome to make a donation to the school through the local partner of Asia Unbound. The "connect" project is a dedicated effort 

to support the livelihood of the next generation. the focus is predominantly in education and children - as we believe children forms a 

nucleus of tomorrow social structure and economic stability. We identify this effort to educate our clients and contribute to the "connect" 

project by supporting individuals, families, village schools and communities.  

 

We return to your hotel in time for lunch and maybe a dip in the pool.  

 

In the afternoon, we will proceed to climb Dambulla Cave Temple at 3PM. (30 minute’ drive) 

 

The Dambulla Cave Temples are the largest and best-preserved rock cave temple complex in Sri Lanka, towering 160 m over the surrounding 

plains with more than 80 documented caves in the surrounding area. The site is of particular interest for anyone that loves historic art, as five 

of the caves contain ancient statues and paintings related to and depicting Lord Buddha and his life. Legend has it that the sacred water 

pot inside the temple never runs dry nor overflows even though it is consistently refilled by a small natural spring on the rock itself.   

 

The climb from the base is not strenuous – and can be done at a leisurely pace. It takes approximately 30 minutes. Your guide will buy your 

entrance fee and climb with you. There are approximately 200 steps. The best time to climb is in the early morning or the late afternoon to 
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avoid the heat. You will need to cover your knees and shoulders – and access the inner chambers barefoot or with socks. You will find socks 

in the basket inside the vehicle and a sarong in case you need one. The entire visit takes approximately 1.5 hours.  
 

In the late afternoon just before sunset, we have a very up close and personal experience with a domesticate Sri Lankan elephant at 5 PM. 

(10 minute’ drive) 

 

This experience is just 10 minutes away from your hotel. Sri Lankan culture and elephants are synonymous. It is certainly one of the many 

reasons visitors around the globe plan a trip to Sri Lanka to encounter elephants in the wild (national parks) or admire them during the 

“perahera” festivals where they parade majestically in a procession along with performers, dancers and drummers. The concept at “Kap-Ela” 

is based on respecting tamed elephants for those who require a close encounter with these amazing and majestic animals. The concept of 

Authenticities is to avoid highly touristic activities and as a responsible entity do not support any forms of animal cruelty and disrespectful 

encounters. This unique activity is exclusive for Authenticities and its partners.  We travel away from the main roads of Dambulla and proceed 

along the picturesque Kandalama Tank.  

 

We arrive at a remote village and walk through the narrow roads to the waiting catamaran boats, which take us along the Kandalama tank 

(safety jackets provided).  The catamaran ride is a brief experience but gives you the essence of how typical villages use them for fishing, 

transportation and for picking up water lilies.  We arrive at a point where we are greeted by two tamed elephants enjoying a bath in the 

tank. Their mahouts invite us to join them in washing the elephants using coconut husks, a practice passed on from many generations of 

mahouts.  You feel the elephants whilst bathing them. The rough skin of this gentle giant, feeling of its enormous head and ears, the probing 

trunk curiously in search of potential favors a mahout might present such as a fruit. Elephants certainly do enjoy this form of pampering as 

they do get a free massage as well. Bathing in the river, being washed and scrubbed, cooling their system in the water is a favorite pastime 

of any elephant. What a way to treat an elephant? You observe some of the commands the mahout makes during this activity and 

immediately realize the close chemistry between man and this gigantic, intelligent animal. They both seem to have the necessary protocols 

of respect, close bond and most importantly – trust.  

 

After their bath in the tank, elephants are taken to the shore where we provide you with fresh fruits, which you treat them with. They love the 

tropical fruits, which we provide based on the seasons. Most commonly we provide bananas, pineapple, watermelons or king coconuts. We 

provide you with a king coconut which you can enjoy under a shade during this time. Finally, we bid adieu to the elephants and get into 

“tractors” which are used by villagers. Tractors are used for both transportation and agricultural purpose and are an essential and practical in 

the villages as it can carry up to 10 passengers. We leave behind the beauty of the Kandalama Lake but take along the memories of 

encountering elephants in a more respectful manner.    

 

Overnight at Water Garden Sigiriya. Superior Deluxe Villa with Plunge Pool on Bed & Breakfast Basis  
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Day 5 |  

 
After a scrumptious breakfast, start your journey to Kandy which was the last stronghold of Sri Lankan monarchs. On route we also learn about 

the story of Sri Lankan Spices and have a spice infused Sri Lankan meal for lunch at private spice garden. (1 hour’ drive) 

 

Sri Lanka has long been renowned for its spices. Since ancient times, traders from all over the world who came to Sri Lanka brought their 

native cuisines to the island, resulting in a rich diversity of cooking styles and techniques. Sri Lankan people use spices liberally in their dishes 

and typically do not follow an exact recipe. On top of this some of the spices are also used for medicinal purposes in the indigenous medical 

method called “Ayurveda”.  
 

We visit our private spice garden, where you will learn about fragrant clove, cinnamon, cardamom, nutmeg, mace and pepper, and many 

other favorites such as cocoa and vanilla. Your guide will explain the different spices and show how some of these spices are grown, 

processed and practically applied for cooking and medical purposes. A processing and training unit has been set up in the area and farmers 

are grouped in a cooperative to ensure fair prices. The visit ends at a shop where should you wish to, you may purchase spices. If you are not 

making a purchase a small tip to your site guide will be appreciated.  

  

Afterwards, you can proceed to enjoy a hands on cooking demonstration of Sri Lankan rice and curry. Once the food is prepared will get a 

chance to enjoy the delicious meal. 

 

Once we arrive in Kandy we check in at the charmin King’s Pavilion. 

 

The King’s Pavilion situated within the most exclusive residential locales of Aniwatta, which offers a sense of seclusion whi le also being within 

easy reach of Kandy Town. It was here that a corporate bungalow was established set amidst breathtaking vistas of the area. It is this very 

bungalow that has been transformed into King’s Pavilion, preserving its traditional rustic charm and infusing touches of luxurious elegance. All 

this, seamlessly blend with unobstructed mountain panorama of Knuckles Forest Range on one side and Hanthana on the other. 
 

After this you will proceed to visit the Sacred Temple of the Tooth Relic. (10 minute’ drive) 

 

Maligawa or the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic is a Buddhist temple in the city of Kandy, Sri Lanka. It is located in the royal palace 

complex which houses the relic of the tooth of Buddha. Since ancient times, the relic has played an important role in local politics because it 

is believed that whoever holds the relic holds the governance of the country. Kandy was the last capital of the Sri Lankan kings and is a 

UNESCO world heritage site partly due to the temple. 

 

Monks of the two chapters of Malwatte and Asgiriya conduct daily worship in the inner chamber of the temple. Rituals are performed three 

times daily: at dawn, at noon and in the evenings. On Wednesdays, there is a symbolic bathing of the Sacred Relic with an herbal 
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preparation made from scented water and fragrant flowers, called Nanumura Mangallaya. This holy water is believed to contain healing 

powers and is distributed among those present.  

 

This visit will enlighten you on the story of Buddhism in Sri Lanka. It’s origin, it’s branching out and how Kandy became the spiritual capital for 

Buddhists in the island. The sacred tooth relic of Lord Buddha which is bestowed in a casket at the Temples attracts Buddhists from around the 

world. You will start the visit passing through the temple gardens and reaching the water moat of the temple/ royal palace. Here you will 

remove your footwear and keep it at the security checkout before proceeding inside the temple. The walls of the temple are filled with art, 

pilgrims will be traversing through the temple, passing by you and the air filled with aroma from the hundreds of incense sticks and flowers 

that have been offered on the alter as means of paying respect to Lord Buddha.   

 

Return to the hotel. 

 

Overnight King’s Pavilion Kandy. Junior Suite on Bed & Breakfast Basis 

 

Day 6 |  

 
After a scrumptious breakfast, this morning you will proceed to visit a Sri Lankan Dance School in Kandy at 10AM. This is the house of a 

generational  dancing master that teaches the ancient art of dancing in his backyard to young keen students.  

 

According to the legend, the origins of Kandyan dance lies in an exorcism ritual known as the Kohomba Kankariya, which was originally 

performed by Indian shamans who came to the island, from which the locals adopted the dance. It was originally performed by dancers 

who were identified as a separate caste under the Kandyan Feudal system, they were aligned to the Temple of the Tooth and had a 

significant role to play in the Dalada Perahera (procession) held each year by the temple. The dance waned in popularity as the support for 

the dancers from the Kandyan kings ended during the British period. It has now been revived and adapted for the stage, and is Sri Lanka’s 

primary cultural export.  

 

Traditional Kandyan dances include the cobra dance, mask dance and the Ginisila (showing power over fire). The entire frenetic and 

colourful spectacle climaxes with an amazing fire-walking act. The dancers wear elaborate costume including a headdress, their chests only 

covered by a decorative beaded net. The Kandyan Dance is traditionally performed to percussion only; the most common drums are the 

‘Geta Beraya’ and ‘Yak Beraya’. To assist the dancer to keep rhythm a small pair of cymbals is also used as well a conch shel l to announce 

the arrival of the dancers and the climax of the dance. The drummers also have lyrics that are sung in tune with the movements of the 

dancer. This experience is very engaging as our local dancing master will teach you the basics of dancing and drumming if you are 

interested. You can also pose for some photographs clad in the traditional Kandyan Dancing attire. After the experience, you will be served 

hot herbal tea.  
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Afterwards we will be proceeding to the “Sooriyakantha Centre for Arts & Culture” is established within the 18th century “Wallawwa” or an 

ancient village chief’s residence. The Wallawwa, inspired by quintessential Dutch architecture houses an interesting panoply of ancient 

books, Buddhist manuscripts, photography, collection of ancient and traditional furniture and wall paintings.  

 

N:B: This visit may be shifted to the afternoons if it falls on a weekday during school term.  

 

After a 15 min drive, we meet with Professor Jacques Soulié and enjoy a lovely lunch with him at 1PM. Professor. Soulié is a French national 

who has been residing in Sri Lanka for over 40 years is a co-founder together with Rohan De Silva who interestingly combined their interests 

and passion for collecting ancient Sri Lankan books, furniture and monuments. Professor Jacques Soulié personally welcomes you to this 

establishment where he proudly takes you through the different section of the house and help you discover a piece of Sri Lankan history. 

 

The rest of the afternoon will be at leisure to enjoy a stroll around the Kandy town and to explore the small boutiques or you can always return 

to the hotel a enjoy a dip in the pool.  

 

Overnight King’s Pavilion Kandy. Junior Suite on Bed & Breakfast Basis 

 

Day 7 | 
 

Today following breakfast, we drive to Peradeniya and visit The Royal Botanical Gardens with Mr. Bandara Palipana at 9 AM. (30 minute’ 

drive) 

 
The Peradeniya Royal Botanical Gardens is the largest of the botanical gardens of Sri Lanka and the finest of its kind in Asia. In the 

Mediterranean climate of Kandy, the gateway to the central highlands, the Gardens lies at an elevation of 460 meters above sea-level, 

tightly bounded on three sides by the loop of the River Mahaweli (Great Sandy River), Sri Lanka’s largest river. Before it was decreed as a 

Botanical Gardens it used to be a pleasure gardens in the days of the kings od Kandy and during WWII the gardens were the headquarters of 

the allied command for the pacific.  

Your guide will buy your entrance. Your chauffer guide will wait for you in the vehicle outside. It’s a leisurely walk in a circular fashion. Our 

expert in Botany is a walking encyclopedia. Even if you have very little interest in Botany he makes the visit interesting and insightful with 

plenty of quirks and little side stories. For some it’s the best visit of them all in Sri Lanka. 

 

Afterwards, we will take a  scenic train ride from Kandy ETD: 11.19 AM to Hatton ETA: 01.38 PM. (First class subject to availability) We will 

provide light snacks and toiletries for the train ride.  

 

This is one of the most scenic train rides in Asia. One fabulous way of exploring and travelling to the tea country is to jump aboard the train. 

The dramatic landscape of the highlands stirs the senses as you wind past lush tea plantations, majestic peaks and rushing waterfalls. The Sri 
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Lanka Railways – the government railway network was first started in 1864 during the colonial period. One meets Sri Lankans from all walks of 

life on the train – it’s a very enjoyable experience. The locals are really friendly and you will often be greeted with warm smiles once you are 

on board.  

 

There are old trains and new trains, and then there is the ‘observation class’, 1st class and 2nd class. Observation class and 1st class are a bit 

of a letdown – don’t expect white gloves and silver service. That said, the train ride is fabulous in that it is an everyday experience for Sri 

Lankans of all walks of life, here you will connect with and see people from all walks of life, including fellow travelers. The train wobbles a little 

so be careful when moving around, hold on to the rails.  

 

N: B: Your guide will drop you off at the railway station at 10.45 AM and take a head start towards Hatton and meet you there with your big 

suitcases. 

 

You will meet your guide at the Hatton station and then proceed to your bungalow at the elegant Ceylon Tea Trails. 

 

High above the lake at the edge of a tea plantation, Summerville stands sentinel. This five-room bungalow enjoys magnificent views of the 

water and beyond to tea planted mountains in the distance. Some suites open to private gardens and all accommodations have easy 

access to the cozy lounge where picture windows provide a backdrop to a roaring fire as the evening mist draws in. Summerville offers 

individual accommodation or the entire bungalow can be booked for a group to enjoy the very personal atmosphere of this great house. 

 

Rest of the day is at leisure. Spa treatments are highly recommended.  

 

Dinner & Overnight at Ceylon Tea Trails, Hatton. Garden Suite on All Inclusive Basis 

 

Day 8 | 

 
Directly and indirectly, over one million Sri Lankans are employed in the tea industry. A large proportion of the workforce are women and the 

minimum working age is twelve. Although the males of the tea plucking families are subtly involved in the industry, they go on about taking 

care of the other day to day chores at home.  As tea plantations grew in Sri Lanka and demanded extensive labor, finding an abundant 

workforce was a problem for planters, due to the low pay grades of the industry. Sinhalese people were reluctant to work in the plantations. 

Indian Tamils were brought to Sri Lanka at the beginning of the coffee plantations. Immigration of Indian Tamils steadily increased and by 

1855 there were 55,000 new immigrants. By the end of the coffee era there were some 100,000 in Sri Lanka. Today, as a community, they 

remain instrumental to the Tea Industry.  

 

During your stay, you will also visit a tea factory to learn about the story of the infamous Ceylon Tea.  
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This morning we visit a Tea Factory, which was built during the British rule in Sri Lanka. Strange as it may seem, the story of Ceylon Tea begins 

with the end of coffee due to the coffee blight in 1865. Old Ceylon’s up-country plantations were devastated – but the planters didn’t give 

up their ambition of cultivating the rich soil of Sri Lanka. Their ambition bore fruit and it has ever since the first crop of tea was thrown into the 

central highlands of Sri Lanka. You will visit a plantation, and observe how the plant is grown and harvested. From here you will travel to a 

factory, and learn about the whole processing procedure and how different types of teas are created. 

Rest of the day is at leisure. Enjoy a dip in the swimming pool or explore the hill country on a bicycle.  

 

Dinner & Overnight at Ceylon Tea Trails, Hatton. Garden Suite on All Inclusive Basis 

 

Day 9 & 10 | 

 
Today we venture forth to the geat outdoors for a stay at the stylish Chena Huts within close proximity of Yala National Park.  

 
In Sri Lanka’s deep south, the rustic farming villages round Tissamaharama are divided from the teeming animal and bird life of Yala, Sri 

Lanka’s oldest and second-largest natural reserve, by a belt of semi-protected jungle running down to the sea. For centuries, people here 

have farmed small clearings in the jungle called chena, sleeping beside their crops in modest huts to protect them from hungry elephants. 

Here today, nestling among dunes and trees at the ocean’s edge, you will find Chena Huts, the latest addition to Uga Escapes’ world-

renowned portfolio of luxury boutique hotels. Overlooking a beach where sea-turtles come to lay eggs by moonlight and elephants wander 

down from the nearby jungle to play in the surf, Chena Huts is fringed on one landward side by tropical jungle and on the other by a saline 

lake where ibises, painted storks and even flamingos may be seen, wading in the shallows. 

 

For guests at Chena Huts, easy access to these natural wonders involves no compromise with comfort or good taste. At this small, select 

property, the ‘huts’ are in fact luxurious detached, private pavilions offering fine views of the surrounding wilderness and seascape.Guests 

enjoy fine dining at the Basses restaurant and sip cocktails at the Bar -. A swimming pool and other amenities for recreation are available. Yet 

one need take only a short walk in any direction to find oneself surrounded by unspoilt nature, and find a place to invoke its spirit and calm 

one’s own. 

 

During your stay you will go on 4x fun and adventurous game drives into Yala (INCLUDED), with the naturalists of Chena Huts, where you will 

get an opportunity to spot a vast variety of flora and fauna. You may wish to skip one evening game drive to witness an evening poojah at 

the Kataragama Temple, with your guide.  

 

Dinner and Overnight at Chena Huts, Yala. Cabin on All Inclusive Basis. 

 

Day 11 | 
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This morning, we go on your final game drive before a leisurely breakfast. We then drive to the upcoming hip and trendy town of Galle, which 

is famous for its living UNESCO World Heritage Site, the historic Galle Fort.  

 

We check in to your hotel Aditya Resort by lunch time. 

 

Aditya, open since 2006, has won renown as one of Sri Lanka’s finest and most distinctive boutique hotels. The property strives to provide the 

utmost in discreet personalized service, a tastefully luxurious environment, and an exquisitely private beachside location. 

 

It has 16 suites in all - six Garden/Courtyard suites (Shanthi), five Ocean view suite (Sagara), and the Surya Grand Suite (Penthouse). Each 

suite is uniquely decorated with exotic art and antiques. All feature a lavish of amenities, including a private plunge pool.  
 
At Aditya, the usual rules melt away in the sun. There are no fixed meal times – you may dine whenever and wherever you wish. The master 

chef can whip up anything you fancy, and your table can be set anywhere, including the beach.. 

 

At 4 PM we meet your host for the evening, for an informative walk around the Galle Fort.  

 

Your host is a former advertising executive from Colombo. A year ago, he decided to quit the advertising world and delved straight into the 

stories that make Galle Fort less a fort - and more a home for thousands. Today, he is leading curious tourists into one of Sri Lanka's most 

beloved UNESCO World Heritage Sites, helping them decode the fort's magic and mystery.   

 

The interactive tour encapsulates an experience where history, colonial culture, life, comedy, and thought provoking stories are blended in 

well. You can find out how a fruit brought down from the Amazon has taken its rightful place on the Sri Lankan food menu. Hanuma the 

monkey God and his connection to the fort. Your host also gives the perfect recommendations for your taste buds or for your style sense. Just 

remember to ask him. The more you interact with him the more you will get to know, not only about the fort but about Sri Lanka as a country. 

 

In the evening, you can try out a restaurant inside the Galle Fort for dinner. Our personal favourites are A Minute by Tuk Tuk, Pedlar’s Inn Café, 

and Crepeology.  

 

Overnight at Aditya Resort, Galle. Sagara Sute on Bed & Breakfast Basis 
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Day 12 & 13 |  

 
Today is spent at leisure at Aditya Resort 

 
Here are a few additional activities around the area that you may interest you. Please speak to your guide to organize any of the below if 

you like.  

• Visit a Cinnamon Plantation with a resident host.  

• Whale & Dolphin Watching in Mirissa (December to March) 

• Bike ride from Wijaya Beach to Kahanda Kanda with Idle Bikes.  

• Visit the virgin tea plantation with a local host.  

• Cooking demo in a traditional village setting coupled with a boat ride and bike ride.  

• Stilt fisherman.  

• Fish market.  

Or you can just free stroll around the Galle Fort for some  shopping and dining.   

 

Day 14 |  
 

Today your chauffuer guide will  drive you to the airport in conjunction with your departure flight.  
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INCLUSIONS / EXCLUSIONS 
Includes:  

Accommodation and Meal Plan:  

 

o All hotels are on Bed & Breakfast Basis except for: 

▪ Ceylon Tea Trails which is on All Inclusive Basis 

▪ Chena Huts which is on All Inclusive Basis 

Logistics:  

• Transport in an air-conditioned sedan car with the services of an English-Speaking Chauffuer Guide.  

• Scenic Train Ride from Peradeniya to Hatton – 1st Class Reserved (Seats are subject to availability) 

 

Guided Visits and Excursions:  

• Sigiriya Rock Fortress with Refreshments 

• Ancient City of Polonnaruwa 

• Vist to a Rice Mill 

• Minneriya National Park (01 Jeep Safari) 

• Dambulla Cave Temple 

• Sacred Temple of the Tooth Relic 

• Royal Botanical Gardens of Peradeniya 

• Tea Factory Visit 

• Yala National Park (04x Jeep Safaris, shared) 

 

N: B: For meals that are not included, please consult your guide for recommendations/ suggestions of restaurants and hotels to dine in. 

 

Emotions:  

• Visit to a local school in Sigiriya/ Habarana   

• Kep Ela Elephant Experience 

• Visit to a Private Spice Garden followed by a Cookery Demonstration and lunch 

• Royal Botanical Gardens with an expert in botany (Host is subject to availability) 

• Visit to a local dancing school on the backyard of the dancing master house 

• Lunch with a professor at the Sooriyakantha House 

• Galle Fort Walk (Host is subject to availability) 

Special Meals  

• Lunch at Priyamali Gedara 
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Complementary Amenities:  

• Special gift pouch from Abbots.  

• VIP In-Vehicle Amenities, including in vehicle WIFI 

• Flower Garlands/ Sheaf on arrival.  

• Snacks and toiletries on board the train 

• Daily supply of mineral water and coca cola during transfers and sightseeing 

 

Services:  

• CIP Silk Route Arrival Service at the Airport. 

• VAT (Value Added Tax) & Nation Building Tax. 

 

Excludes:  

• Additional meals, beverages and liquor.  

• ETA Mandatory VISA prior to arrival into Sri Lanka. 

http://www.eta.gov.lk/slvisa/  

• International and domestic flights. 

• Travel insurance. 

• Paid optional excursions. 

• Expenses of any personal nature. 

• Tips/gratuities and porterage.  

• Any other services not specified above. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eta.gov.lk/slvisa/

